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CHANCEL WINDOW 
 

The chancel window that extends high above the altar and forms a 
Gothic arch at its crest contains a multitude of themes for silent 
meditation. Hight in the arch is the Alpha and Omega, the first and last 
letters of the Greek alphabet, used as the symbols for Christ—the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end (Rev. 1:8-20; 21:6; 22:13). 
These titles describe Christ’s position in the new age, in the church that 
is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, whose 
symbols are found in the panels below. 
 
Four panels form the body of the chancel window, with four symbols in 
each panel: 
• The first panel (left) contains the symbols of the Holy Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
• The second panel contains the symbols of the major prophets: 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel. 
• The third contains symbols of the four evangelists: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John. 
• The fourth panel contains four symbols of the church. 

 
The window inspired a poem by Lydia Hobart and published in The 
Cresset, a journal from Valparaiso University, in 1941: 
 
I sit with quiet hands and heart, 
My eyes upon the window’s light 
Above the altar set apart. 
 
Its golden amber, and the blue 
Of gemlike deepness, and the red 
As clear and crystalline as dew. 
 
But beauty is not all I see, 
For with the lovely radiance comes 
A bit of heaven down to me. 
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