Annunciation of Our Lord

Vespers

March 25,2026 + Noon
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Minneapolis, Minnesota



Focus on tbe season: Anmunciation of Our Lord

Today we step away from the assigned Daily Lectionary for the Annunciation of
our Lord, today’s feast day. Nine months before Christmas the Church celebrates the
Annunciation, in which the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give
birth to the Son of God. The ancient church believed that this was also the date of the
world’s creation and of Jesus’ death on the cross.



Annunciation of Our Lord
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 + 7:00 pm.

I Opening

Service of Light (Please stand at the sound of the bell)
Dialog
=
D —io z o =
~ LS o & L8 P>
L) Behold, now is the accept-a - ble time; now is the day of sal - - - vation.
L) Turn us again, O God of our sal-vation, @ that the light of your face may shine on us.
(L) May your justice shine like the sun; and may the poor be lifted up.

Hymn of Light
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1 Light of the world, in grace and beau - ty,
2 Now as we see the  lights of eve - ning,
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mir - ror of  God’s e - ter - nal face,
we raise our  voice in hymns of  praise;
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trans-par - ent  flame of love’s free du - ty,
wor -thy are you of end - less bless - ing,
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you bring sal - va ~7” tion to our days.
sun  of your night, lamp of our days.

Text: Phos hilaron, para. Enriching our Worship 1

Music: GRACIOUS LIGHT, Peter Crisafulli, b. 1946
Words © 1998 The Church Pension Fund
Music © 2002 Peter Crisafulli



Thanksgiving for Light page 310

+ Psalmody

Psalm 141:1-4b, 8 (seated)
“Let My Prayer Rise Before You as Incense” page 312
Group One — Low voices Group Two — Treble voices

Psalm Prayer

Psalm 40:5-10
Sung antiphonally by verse between sections of seating, beginning with the pulpit side.
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Psalm Prayer
Hymn
“How Can it Be, O God, Most High”
Stanzas 1, 2 - All Stanza 4 — Low voices
Stanza 3 — Treble voices Stanzas 5, 6 — All
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1 How can it be, O God most  high, that you would
2 How can it be, 0O God of grace, that you could
3 How can it be, O God of pow’r, that at cre -
4 How can it  be, O God, we see your love re -
5 How can it be, O God, whose Word struck life’s  first
6 How can it be, 0O God, that bread he broke and
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choose one such as I? And yet your Spir - it’s sha - dow falls,
wear a  hu-man face, be born of Mar -y, vir - gin mild?
a - tion’s morn-ing hour you could a u - ni- verse bring forth?
vealed up - on a tree where death fells him whosename is love?
strong, cre - a - tive chord, that you should use our words so weak?
wine, with words he said, bring Christ to  hum - bled, hun - gr’ing hearts?
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your voice, mys - te - rious, gen - tly calls. So let it  be.

And yet you came a help - less  child. So let it be.
And yet we walk a won - drous earth. So let it  be.

Yet here is love all loves a - bove. So let it  be.
Yet through such words you choose to speak. So let it  Dbe.
Yet such a meal his grace im - parts. So let it be.

Text: Herman Stuempfle, 1923-2007

Music: ERSCHIENEN IST DER HERRLICH TAG; Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.

-~ Word

Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 (seated)
A brief silence follows each reading.

Responsory
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Listen tous, O Lord, and have mer-cy, for we have sinned a - gainst you.
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Listen to us, O Lord, and have mer-cy, for we have sinned a - gainst you.
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(L) Christ Jesus, hear our hum-ble pe-ti - tions @ for we have sinned a-gainstyou.
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(L) Glo-ry to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spir - it:
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Listen to us, O Lord, and have mer-cy, for we have sinned a - gainst you.

Gospel Canticle (standing)
“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” page 314
Refrain — All
Stanza | — All
Stanza 2 — Treble voices
Stanza 3 — Low voices
Litany, Prayers, and Lord’s Prayer (kneeling) page 316
Blessing (standing) page 319



Participants
Leader: Pastor Joseph Crippen

Organist: Cantor Daniel Schwandt
Sacristan: Brad Nelson
Usher: Brian Jacobs
Livestream: Dan Hellerich

Copies of today’s Wednesday noon sermon are on the table with the service folders tonight, and on
the church website at www.mountolivechurch.org and select “Sermons” from the list at the bottom
of the page.

Acknowledgments: Psalm tone 3 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission. Gospel Acclamation by Daniel Schwandt © 2026. “What shall | render to the Lord” text from Psalm
116:12, 17, 13-14, 19; music by Ronald A. Nelson, © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music of the liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting Five is adapted from traditional plainsong and the
Swedish Mdssbok, 1942 by Regina H. Fryxell, including: Sanctus based on Mass XV (Dominator Deus). “How can it
be, O God most high” text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-704058.
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