
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann

the Work of People of Faith in the Political 
Process

Demystifying



God’s love and God’s power  
seek shalom

Human sin is human 
brokenness and distorts 
the calling to work for the 
well-being of all

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



God’s people approach civic 
life with trust in God and 
realism and humility about 
human efforts

We affirm that civic 
institutions remain God’s gifts

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



Our baptismal vocation may 
be fulfilled in civic places 
of responsibility

Seeking the well-being of the 
community is using God’s gifts

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



Liturgy prepares people to join 
God’s work in civic life

We have a calling to encourage 
discernment and provide 
spaces for difficult 
conversations

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



There is a prophetic task for 
those who follow Jesus

Was Jesus political?  What 
about the prophets or Paul or 
other Biblical examples?

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



Politics is essential to civic 
well-being and of concern to 
God’s people

The Lutheran tradition - 
respect for and cooperation 
but also a responsibility to call 
to account

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



Does government and political 
authority increase power and 
its beneficial use among the 
people governed?

Biblical and 
Theological 
Foundations



Legality & Ethics

The First Amendment does 
not prohibit or discourage the 
application of religious 
convictions to public life



“Work with civil authorities in 
areas of mutual endeavor…and 
in a relation of functional 
interaction.” 

Christ’s church should 
not bless any particular 
political theory

Legality & Ethics



Social Service

Ways to Engage

Self-Help Research and 
Education

Advocacy Direct Action 
Organizing



Idea

How an Idea Becomes Legislation

Bill House
Committees

House 
Floor

Senate
Committees

Senate 
Floor

Passage Conference 
Committee

Governor
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