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December 25, 2022 
Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Day 
 Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

John 1:1-14 
_______________________________________________ 

January 1, 2023 
Name of Jesus 

  Numbers 6:22-27 
Psalm 8 

Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:15-21 

Sunday Readings 

Accent on Worship      Cantor David Cherwien 
Little Lamb 
 
The poem by William Blake (1757-1827), “Little Lamb” (from 
“Songs of Innocence”) has had me thinking a lot this year.   
 
Little Lamb, who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed 
By the stream and o’er the mead; 
Gave the clothing of delight, 
Softest clothing, wooly bright; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, 
Making all the vales rejoice? 
Little Lamb, who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 
 
Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, 
Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee: 
He is called by thy name, 
For he calls himself a Lamb. 
He is meek, and he is mild; 
He became a little child. 
I a child, and thou a lamb, 
We are called by his name. 
Little Lamb, God bless thee! 
Little Lamb, God bless thee! 
  
I imagine this as an innocent conversation between a young 
child and the baby Jesus. “Hey, who made you? Who’s taking 
care of you?”  “I’ll tell you ….”  I imagine the kind of 
conversation between children without the complexities of 
adults trying to understand, explain, or even (unfortunately) 
correct.  The poem doesn’t have the baby Jesus responding, 
just the child speaking but it seems to be a reciprocal 
conversation, nonetheless. 
 
                                                                              continued on page 2   
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Accent on Worship, continued from page 1 
  
The part that really struck me, is in the second verse: “He (Christ) became a little child. I a child…”  
As if to say “Hey – you look like me!  You and I are alike!”  This is precisely how I imagine we can 
perceive, or picture Christ:  like us, or perhaps more specifically: like ME! So when I see icons 
depicting the Incarnate Christ with various cultural features, or perhaps even genders, I think – yes 
– of course that would be the case – we can/should see the Incarnate Christ as with us – 
whomever, wherever, and whenever that might be.  God is with us all. 
 

Can we have such a conversation with Immanuel God-with-us?  What would you innocently ask 
of the baby Jesus?   
 

As we sing the many, many well-known Christmas Carols over the next two weeks, I hope that 
any of them causes you to stop and think as this poem did for me.  Sometimes we need some 
intentionality in that.  What is this Christmas carol saying to you today about what it means for 
Christ to be born?  What does it mean to sing “Gloria” today?  Where else should we be doing 
that? 
 
A Blessed Christmas to you all. 
 
- Cantor David Cherwien 

 
 

The Olive Branch 

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve Eucharist at 4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Choral Prelude at 9:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Eucharist at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day: Sunday, December 25, 2022 
Festival Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The Name of Jesus: Sunday, January 1, 2023 
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord: Friday, January 6, 2023 
Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord: Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
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Tuesday Noon Bible 
Study Link 
The Tuesday Noon Bible Study is 
meeting in person, in the West 
Lounge. For those who are unable to 
come in person, we will continue to 
hold the meeting over Zoom as well.   

The link for the Tuesday noon Bible 
study will be the same every week.  
To join from your computer, tablet, 
or smartphone, click here. 
 

Book Discussion  
For its January 14 meeting, they will 
read, Harlem Shuffle, by Colson 
Whitehead. On February 11 they will 
discuss Humboldt's Gift by Saul 
Bellow, and for March 11, they will 
read These Precious Days, by Ann 
Patchett. 
 
The Book Discussion group meets on 
the second Saturday of each month 
at 10 am at church. All readers are 
welcome! 

Calendar 
Wednesday, December 21 
10:00 am  Staff meeting 
5:30 pm  Children’s Choir supper 
6:00 pm  Children’s Choir rehearsals 
7:00 pm  Midweek Advent Vespers 
7:30 pm  Cantorei rehearsal 
Thursday, December 22 
6:30 pm  Feminine Divine Study Group 
7:00 pm  Narcotics Anonymous 
Friday, December 23 
7:00 pm  Recovery group 
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist 
9:30 pm  Chorale Prelude 
10:00 pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist 
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
10:00 am  Christmas Day Eucharist  
Monday, December 26 – Church offices closed 
Tuesday, December 27 
   No Bible Study this day 
 
 

The Olive Branch 

Midweek Advent 
Vespers 

 

Wednesday evenings 
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, and 21 

 

7:00 pm 
 

 

Staff Christmas Gifts 
 

As is our tradition, this is the time of year that we 
gather monetary gifts for our church staff. If you would 
like to contribute, please either use the offering 
envelope provided especially for this, or simply note 
“staff gifts” on your check/envelope and send it to the 
church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday 
morning. Please have the gifts in by tomorrow,  
December 22. 
Thanks for your generosity. 
 

 

In the  
presence of  God. 

Being the  
presence of  God. 
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The Olive Branch 

December Neighborhood Ministries Partner of the Month: 
Tubman 
 

A statement from the Tubman website articulates their mission and purpose better than any 
words we could write:  "For more than 45 years, Tubman has helped people of all ages, all 
genders, and all cultural backgrounds struggling with relationship violence, substance abuse, 
mental health, and other forms of trauma. Throughout the Twin Cities, Tubman provides safe 
shelter, legal services, counseling, youth programming, and community education. Each year, 
we help about 20,000 people in Hennepin, Ramsey, and Washington counties and the 
surrounding area get the support and information they need to experience safety, hope, and 
healing.”  Tubman has become a vital partner in the work of Mount Olive, working in areas 
that contrast many of our own programs and providing a valuable referral site for those 
struggling with relational violence and mental health issues. 
 

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month though a yearly 
contribution from our budget, but on top of that, we encourage any member who wishes to 
contribute over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of 
passion and concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving 
system. All additional contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the 
partner for the month in which the contribution is received. 
 

For more information about Tubman, please visit their website at www.tubman.org . 

Don’t Forget Return 
Your Pledge Cards! 
 

As 2022 comes to a close and 
we all begin looking forward 
toward 2023, it's a good time to 
include Mount Olive in our 
preparations for the upcoming 
year. If you haven't had a 
chance to fill out and return 
your pledge card, please take a 
few moments to do so. 
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The Olive Branch 

Adult Education: Upcoming Sunday Adult Forums 
(9:30 am in the Chapel Lounge) 
 
Dec. 25:  Christmas Day – no forum this day 
Dec. 27: No Tuesday Bible Study this day. 
 

 

Our Going Out and Our Coming In: 
Staff holiday vacation schedules 
Pastor Crippen begins his sabbatical on Monday, December 26. He will return the first week of 
April, 2023 (Holy Week). 
 

Cantor Cherwien will be out of the office Dec. 26-30 
 

Vicar Mollie Hamre will be out of the office Dec. 26-29 
 

Jim Bargmann will be out of the office Dec. 26 – Jan. 4, 2023 
 

Cha Posz will be out of the office Dec. 26-29. 
 

 

Olive Branch Publication Schedule 
There will be no Olive Branch published during the week between Christmas and New Year. 
The next issue will be published on Wednesday, January 4, 2023. Deadline for information for 
that issue is Monday, January 2. 
 

 
 

An Advocacy Celebration 
 

“This past July, in anticipation of the Mayor putting forth a city budget proposal, over 180 
members from 24 collaborating faith communities gathered to speak with one voice about the 
need for deeply affordable housing in Minneapolis” at an event planned by Mount Olive 
partner Beacon Interfaith Housing.  Several Mount Olive members attended this event and 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann was one of the speakers, representing 
both Mount Olive and another of our partner organizations, Align Mpls. 
 

At that gathering, participants were encouraged to contact Mayor Frey and members of the City 
Council regarding the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. "Several Beacon leaders and staff later 
met with the Mayor, reiterating this request.” 
 

Now, we celebrate that the Mayor’s proposed budget included an increase 3 million dollars to 
this fund and the City Council has approved that increase. This is a big win for affordable 
housing in Minneapolis and a great example of what grassroots advocacy can accomplish! 
For more on this, please read the complete Beacon Interfaith article 
here:  https://www.beaconinterfaith.org/blog/beacon-news/ahtf-increase/ 
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Join Align Minneapolis for Our January Lunch & Learn 
 
Align Minneapolis is a dynamic organization comprised of 17 congregations working together to end 
homelessness. Align hosts regular educational events to share how we can all learn and advocate to end 
homelessness in our community, including something called Lunch & Learn.  Several from the Mount 
Olive Community were able to attend this event when we hosted in November. 
 
This next Lunch and Learn will be hosted by our sister congregation, Central Lutheran, on Wednesday, 
January 11, 1:00-2:30 pm. 
 
Anyone interested in issues related to housing and homelessness prevention are invited to attend with 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann. 
 
Attendees will have the opportunity to meet with David Hewitt, Director of Housing Stability at 
Hennepin County. 
 
Please bring your own lunch. 
 
To register, email Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann 
at neighborhood@mountolivechurch.org. 
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Our Baker, Our Neighbor, in a New Location 

Since at least last Advent we’ve been using loaves of bread for our Eucharist from Atuvava 
Bakery, a house-based bakery on the east side of Powderhorn Park. Alex Ellison is the baker, and 
they have been donating these loaves as a support to our ministry in their neighborhood. (We had 
offered to support them as a neighboring business, but they insisted.) 
 
Atuvava Bakery makes all of their wonderful baked goods without gluten. The scones and 
muffins and cookies are tremendous, and the bread (as you know from Eucharist) is really tasty. 
Alex has a number of wonderful things that she offers. 
 
The good news is that Atuvava is moving to a brick-and-mortar storefront in South Minneapolis 
in January. It will be located at 3800 28th Ave. S., on 38th St. very close to Hiawatha. With their 
new costs associated with starting up a whole store, they’ve agreed to let us pay for our bread 
going forward. If you’d like to have some wonderful baked goods and want to support a 
neighbor’s business, their website is www.atuvava.com. 
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Sunday Eucharists:  8 & 10:45 am 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 612-827-5919 
On the Web: mountolivechurch.org 

Staff 
Pastor – Joseph Crippen 
Cantor – David Cherwien 
Vicar – Mollie Hamre 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry – 

Jim Bargmann 
Administrative Assistant – Cha Posz 
Sexton – Jose Morocho 
 

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. 

 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
3045 Chicago Avenue   
Minneapolis, MN  55407 

A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

In This Issue: 

 Accent on Worship – Cantor David Cherwien 

 Midweek Advent Vespers, Dec. 21, 7 pm 

 Christmas Liturgy Schedule 

 Align Minneapolis: January Lunch and Learn 

 Staff vacation schedules between Christmas & New Year 

 Partner of the Month: Tubman 


