Sunday Readings

December 4, 2022
Second Sunday of
Advent, A
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

December 11, 2022
Third Sunday of
Advent, A
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
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Accent on Worship Jim Batgmann

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. - Isaiah 11:1-3

The prophesy of Isaiah recorded here contains all variety of
imagery and connection to culture, tradition, history, and
genealogy. It is well accepted that the shoot referred to here is a
reference to Jesus himself. Jesse is the father of David and a whole
manner of prophesy regarding the coming Messiah indicated that
that very Messiah, who we know to be Jesus, would come from the
family of David.

But beyond the cultural and historical significance of this passage,
it is the image of the stump and the shoot that intrigue me most.

continued on page 2
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Accent on Worship, continued from page 1

A stump is generally regarded as a sign of death, even failure. A stump is what happens when a
tree has died or is thought to have died. The tree is cut down; this is the end of a tree, the stump is
what remains behind and cannot live on its own. A tree is a vast and beautiful system of roots,
xylem and phloem, leaf and branch. When a tree is cut down to a stump, very little remains. The
owner of that tree has given up or gravity and weather have toppled the weakened organism.

Just the same, it was thought that the family line of Jesse, analogous to the people of Israel, was
dead and gone. But if the line of Jesse was dead, from where would the expected Messiah come?

Isaiah paints a beautiful picture. The roots thought dead were not and life springs from those
roots, becoming manifest in a shoot coming up through the thought dead stump.

And that shoot is prophesied to bring about a new reign - the very reign of God - a very different
kind of reign.

One could say that God is about bringing about life where there seemingly was none. It is

true. Where are your stumps? What in your life, in your family, in our world, in our city, in your
neighborhood, appears dead? Perhaps there is life there, hidden to our eyes, awaiting God’s life-
giving action, the advent of a new shoot coming where there was once thought to be only death.

- Jim Bargmann

Advent Devotions and Action on Behalf of Climate Justice

This Advent, Minneapolis congregations of many denominations are coming together to put our
hope into action. We will take on the spiritual discipline of making weekly phone calls to our city
council members to urge them to support the People’s Climate & Equity Plan, a plan that sets bold
goals for a just transition to a renewable energy future and that creates a robust fund to address
our climate and racial equity crises simultaneously. A booklet that will guide us through this
spiritual practice has been co-created by faith leaders throughout the city, including our own
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry, Jim Bargmann. This very same devotional booklet will
serve as a passport of sorts as we track our own action on behalf of climate justice at a hyper-local
level.

This Sunday, come collect a booklet from the table in the West Assembly. Then, if you choose to
participate in the action step of these devotions by calling a City Council member, bring your
booklet back each week and receive a stamp indicating your participation. If you have any
questions, please contact Jim Bargmann or stop by the table in the West Assembly Area.
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Calendar

Wednesday, November 30

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir supper
6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals
7:00 pm Midweek Advent Vespers

7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal
Thursday, December 1
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, December 2

7:00 pm Recovery group

Sunday, December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee &

conversation

9:30 am Education for all ages

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee &
conversation

Monday, December 5

5:30 pm Family Music Time

7:00 pm Vicar Committee

Tuesday, December 6

Noon Bible Study

7:00 pm Global Ministry Committee meeting
Wednesday, December 7

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir supper
6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals
7:00 pm Midweek Advent Vespers
7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal

Tuesday Noon Bible

Study Link

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study is
meeting in person, in the West
Lounge. For those who are unable to
come in person, we will continue to
hold the meeting over Zoom as well.

The link for the Tuesday noon Bible
study will be the same every week.

To join from your computer, tablet,

or smartphone, click here.

Book Discussion

For its December 10 meeting, the
book Discussion Group will read The
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell, by
Robert Dugoni. For January 14,
Harlem Shuffle, by Colson Whitehead.

The Book Discussion group meets on
the second Saturday of each month
at 10 am at church. All readers are
welcome!

The Olive Branch, November 30, 2022 page 3




S i FTEEN S

Pick up your dishes! Midweek Advent
Vespers

If you have brought bars or a casserole or any other

edible to church recently, you may have left your pan or Wednesday evenings

bowl or platter here! Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, and 21

Please take a moment to look at the table in the coat

room and see if your dish is among those recently (or 7:00 pm
maybe not so recently) left. If so, please take it home
with you.

GODLY
PLAY

This Coming Week, We Will Wonder:

Circle One: The Prophets Show the Way to Bethlehem
Circle Two: Advent 1 & 2

I wonder what conversations you will have at home!

Please note that we hold Godly Play every Sunday at
9:30am!

(Note: There will be no Godly Play on December 25,
2022.)
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Scandinavian Coffee Hour December 11

Calling all Scandinavians and friends! Do you have a holiday treat you would be able to
share? Does it have a special story? Please bring your treat to either (or both) coffee hours
December 11th. Join us for lefse, herring, cookies and more!

Questions? Linda Pipkorn 612.729.2179

Extra Sunday Morning
Staff Christmas Gifts

As is our tradition, this is the time of year that we
gather monetary gifts for our church staff. If you Reminder!
would like to contribute, please either use the
offering envelope provided especially for this, or
simply note “staff gifts” on your check/envelope
and send it to the church office or place it in the

Parking Option

Mount Olive members can park in
the WorkForce Center parking lot
on weekends.

offering plate on Sunday morning. Please have the The lot is located behind the
gifts in by December 22. WorkForce Center building on the
southwest corner of Lake St. and

Thanks for your generosity. i A

Adult Education

Upcoming Sunday Adult Forums
(9:30 am in the Chapel Lounge)

Our presenter for the next two weeks will be Mark Tranvik, a Professor of Reformation
History and Theology at Luther Seminary in St. Paul. He is an ordained ELCA pastor and
served a congregation in Brooklyn Center for ten years. He was also a professor of religion at
Augsburg University for twenty-five years. He translated and edited Martin Luther's The
Freedom of a Christian and he is the author of Martin Luther and the Called Life.

Dec. 4: “Martin Luther’s Radical God”
Dec. 11: “Martin Luther’s Not-So-Sentimental Christmas”
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Gifts That Give

The Global Ministry Committee has many opportunities for you to
buy Christmas gifts that also give back. Stop by the west assembly
room between or after the liturgies on December 4, 11, and 18. We will
have the following available:

TRAVELING TIENDA. Common Hope, one of Mount Olive’s
sponsored missions, is bringing a Guatemalan market to us. Support
Common Hope’s education, health care, housing, and family
development programming by purchasing Guatemalan artisan made
gifts. This little market has ornaments, toys, and beautiful textiles
available for purchase.

omimonhope

FAIR TRADE HANDCRAFTS. Use this custom link
serrv.org?a=MountOlive21 to buy handmade gifts through SERVV
International. By using this special link 20% of all purchases will be donated to Mount Olive in support
of our work with the Afghan family. The Fair Trade Sale link is active until December 18.

EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS. Fair trade coffee, cocoa and chocolate are available for purchase.
Equal Exchange builds long term partnerships with small farmers and co-ops around the world to bring
economically just and environmentally sound products to consumers.

ADVENT GIVING TREE. Choose an ornament from the tree representing gifts from the ELCA Good
Gifts or from Common Hope in Guatemala. You can also order from these organizations” websites.

Lutheran World Relief
https://lwr.ore/iving-category/qifts

‘ Heifer Project International
http.//fwww.heifer.org

¥

»”

Common Hope
http://commonhopecatalog.myshopify.com/

Bethania Kids
p http://bethaniakids.org/creative-Qiving-catalog/
1 L Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

www.elca.org/goodgifts
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Christmas Festival
Jesus Christ: Yesterday, Today, Forever

In the two thousand years since Jesus’ birth,
humans in every era have considered what
this birth meant for them. Even now, this
meaning continues to evolve in our lives.
This year’s Christmas Festival will draw
literature and poetry from the past 20 years
of David Cherwien’s Christmas
programming and its musical embodiment
of the Incarnation. Numerous carols, choir
music of the season, and a thundering organ
will present some of our most beloved
selections. As we evolve, one thing has
remained the same and will go on forever:
Jesus Christ was born and God is with us.
Always and forever.

Join us in December to see this Christmas
Festival at the magnificent Basilica of Saint
Mary!

Live Concerts
Friday, Dec. 9 - 4:30pm and 8pm at The
Basilica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis

Saturday, Dec. 10th - 8pm at The Basilica of
Saint Mary, Minneapolis

Adults and seniors: $33 | Students: Pay
what you can | 18 and Under: Free

Livestream
Friday, Dec. 9 - 8pm
Free to all | Visit NLCA.com to watch!

For tickets and more information, visit
NLCA.com or call 612-722-2301.

Diaper Delivery Driver
Needed

We are looking for an additional diaper
delivery driver to add to our team. Each
delivery driver picks up their diapers
from Mount Olive, drives them to
recipient homes and has the opportunity
to connect with some great families in
our extended community.

As a delivery driver, you can expect to
make 5-7 stops each week. Ideally, we
are looking for someone who lives in
south Minneapolis or Richfield and has
availability to do deliveries on
Wednesday afternoons. However, we
can be flexible on both of those things.

Please email Coordinator of
Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann
(neighborhood@mountolivechurch.org )
if you are interested or for more
information.
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharists: 8 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612-827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Cantor - David Cherwien

Vicar - Mollie Hamre

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.

In This Issue:

e Accent on Worship — Jim Bargmann
e Adult Education and Godly Play Themes for this Week
e Midweek Advent Vespers: Wednesdays During Advent, 7 pm

¢ Global Ministry Committee’s Gifts That Give Available Sundays
Through Dec. 18

e Scandinavian Coffee Hour to be Held Dec. 11

e Advent Devotions and Action on Behalf of Climate Justice
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