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Focus on the Season: The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 15 A 
 

For the next three Sundays, the gospel readings present the image of the seed. Though small and 
seemingly insignificant, the seed contains its entire future; with light and nourishment it will grow 
and prosper. The seed is a vital image of faith in God, baptism, a congregation’s life, the word, and the 
great paradox at the center of Christian faith: God brings flourishing life out of what appears to be 
little, dormant, even dead. It reveals faith’s central mystery: the dying and rising of Christ. There is 
ground for hope here. 

Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The links are embedded in this pdf, 
so you don’t have to return to the email. However, you can also print these pages and use the links in the 
email. 

+          +          + 

Centering and Gathering 

Light your candle. Start the video by clicking here; it will continue through the Postlude. 

PRELUDE:  Prelude in C Major, BWV 545 J S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Recorded Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW 533, “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 15 A, July 13, 2014. 

Word 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY   (Apostolic greeting is on the video) 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us 
to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34; reader – David Anderson, lector 
19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was 

forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 
Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and 
his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, 
why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her,  

“Two nations are in your womb,  
and two peoples born of you shall be divided;  

the one shall be stronger than the other,  
the elder shall serve the younger.”  

https://youtu.be/rC0SI3gQeGI


24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his 
body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping 
Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living 
in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 30 Esau said to 
Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, 
“First sell me your birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, 
“Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

PSALM:  Psalm 119:105-112           Sing along with the leaders in the video; the tone is there. 
 The antiphon is sung by the choir. The verses are sung by all.  
 Recorded by singers of the Cantorei, Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 

105 Your word is a lamp | to my feet  *  and a light up- | on my path. 
106 I have sworn and | am determined  *  to keep your | righteous judgments. 
107 I am | deeply troubled;  *  preserve my life, O LORD, according | to your word. 
108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute | of my lips,  *  and teach | me your judgments. 
109 My life is al- | ways in danger,  *  yet I do not for- | get your teaching. 
110 The wicked have set a | trap for me,  *  but I have not strayed from | your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheri- | tance forever;  *  truly, they are the joy | of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to ful- | fill your statutes  *  forever and | to the end. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11; reader – assisting minister Art Halbardier 
Paul writes:  1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 175, “Alleluia” 
 Sung before and after the Gospel reading. 

Sung at Mount Olive on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around 

him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 



since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen! 

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

SERMON Seeds for All! Vicar Bristol Reading 

Silence for reflection 

HYMN: ELW 506, “The Word of God Is Source and Seed” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 15 A, July 13, 2014. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Our Assisting Minister for today, David Anderson, has prepared intercessory prayers for us to pray this 
morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we are joined 
together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.) Response: Hear our prayer. 

PEACE     Please greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

AT THE OFFERING  

 There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this time 
apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See: 
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/  

Sending 

LORD’S PRAYER AND BLESSING 
The Lord’s Prayer is sung to the setting by Nikolay Kedrov, Sr., edited by D. Cherwien. Sung at Mount 
Olive on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 
The benediction is on the video. Response: Amen 

HYMN: ELW 550, “On What Has Now Been Sown” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 15 A, July 13, 2014. 

DISMISSAL     Someone may lead the dismissal for the others: 

L Go in peace to love and serve as Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Fugue in C Major, BWV 545  J. S. Bach (1685 -1750) 
 Recorded Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 



+          +          + 

In Our Prayers 
•  Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Dan Adams; Julie Erlandson; Nancy 
Flatgard; Leila Froehlich; Victor Gebauer; Leanna Kloempken; Mary Lee; Kandi Jo Nelson; Jerry Ostlund; 
Pariann Schenk; Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce, daughter of Dan & Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of 
Evelyn Royce; Kjell Thompson, Reba Zumberge, relatives of Nancy Anderson; Danna Nelson, Jacques, 
friends of Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr, friend of Keith Bartz; Arthur Kaemmer, friend of David Bryce; 
Nancy Stelling, friend of Marcia & Dan Burow; Lela Frazier, sister of Irene Campbell; Greg Eklund, son of 
Harry & Jeanette Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris and 
David Gutierrez, Jr., parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter (missionary in Hong 
Kong), friend of Eunice Hafemeister; Tami Huisinga, relative of Wes Huisinga; Craig Cunningham, brother-
in-law of Brian Jacobs; Asher Strong, friend of Gene Janssen; Donald Johnson, father of Nicholas Johnson; 
Nicole Sanders and Ann Clark, daughter and friend of Mary Rose Kaliher; Danielle Pitzen, friend of Ellen 
Kormanik; Barbara Dahl, sister of Carla Manuel; Dani Olson, Harper Linquist, Steve Camper, relatives 
and friend of Julie Manuel; Jan McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha & Dennis Johnson, sister and 
brother-in-law of Rhoda Nelson and aunt and uncle of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa 
Nordeen; Michael Waechter, friend of Rod & Connie Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay 
Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Todd Erickson, friend of Jean & Doug Parish; Gloria Johnson, mother of 
Doug Parish; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie Meshbesher Hassler, Katelyn Bowden, Cindy Williams, father and 
friends of Robin Rayfield; Richard Reyer, father of Chuck Reyer; Leila Jeffers, mother of Lynn and Lisa Ruff; 
Scott Kingman, father of Anna Scott;  Carrie, friend of Paul & Melissa Stone; Norlene Bateman, aunt of 
Ted Thompson; Jennifer Kobylinksi, cousin of Kathy Thurston; David Duran, friend of Kevin Vazquez; 
Andrew Weichman, Levi Boswell, son and nephew of Grace Wiechman; BJ Wilkes, Joshua Wilkes, Julius 
Underwood, and Lonnell Wilkes, son, nephew, grandson and brother of James Wilkes; Sandra Dycus, 
Becky Groska, Trisha Niemi-Haapoja, Diane Ristrom, Cathy Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, Annie 
Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin of Eric 
Zander; Judy Bonnes, Jan Harper (spouse of former Mount Olive vicar, the late Jean Hay); Barbara C. 
Johnson, friends of Mount Olive.  
• Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk to 
care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well. 
• Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders and 
peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, daughter and son-in-law 
of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family. 


