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Focus on the Season: The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 14 A 
 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with 
the lowly and those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our 
own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We seek to be refreshed by Christ’s 
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens.” In Christ we find rest 
for our souls, even as we hear the call to go out and welcome the rest of God’s children into this 
refreshment and rest. 
 
Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The links are embedded in this pdf, so 
you don’t have to return to the email. However, you can also print these pages and use the links in the email.  
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Centering and Gathering  
 

Light your candle. To start the video, click here: https://youtu.be/9dHM1ZvEsGY 

PRELUDE:  “Adagio” from Third Symphony for Organ, Op. 28   Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
Recorded on Thursday, July 2, 2020, 

ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW 769, “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 
 Recorded on Easter 4 C, May 12, 2019. 
 
Word  
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY     (Apostolic greeting is on the video)  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and 
serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; reader – Marian Cherwien, lector 

Laban, Rebekah’s brother, received a visitor who said, 34 ”I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has 
greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, 
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when 
she was old; and he has given him all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take 
a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38 but you shall go to my 
father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’    . . . 

42 ”I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 
make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman 
who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,”  



44 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the 
LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’  

45 ”Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her 
shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46 She quickly let 
down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she 
also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of 
Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her 
arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master 
Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 
49 Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may 
turn either to the right hand or to the left.” . . . 

58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” 59 So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her,  

“May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads;  
may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.”  
61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant 

took Rebekah, and went his way.  
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac went out in the 

evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when 
she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65 and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, 
walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered 
herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his 
mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 45:10-17 Sing along with the leaders in the video; the tone is there 

Recorded on Thursday, July 2, 2020; soloist – Tricia Van Ee. 
10 “Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely;  *  forget your people and your | father’s house. 
11 The king will de- | sire your beauty;  *  he is your master, so | bow before him. 
12 The city of | Tyre brings tribute;  *  the wealthiest of the people | seek your favor.” 
13 All glorious is the princess | as she enters;  *  her gown is | cloth-of-gold. 
14 In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king;  *  after her the bridesmaids follow | in 
procession. 
15 With joy and gladness | they are brought,  *  and enter into the palace | of the king. 
16 “In place of ancestors, O king, you | shall have sons;  *  you shall make them princes over | all the 
earth. 
17 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation | to another;  *  therefore nations will 
praise you forev- | er and ever. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a; reader – Consuelo Crosby, assisting minister 

Paul writes:  15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 
flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 
me. 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in 



the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will 
rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 175, “Alleluia” 
Sung before and after the Gospel reading. 
Sung at Mount Olive on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus spoke to the crowd, saying: 16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He 
has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will.      27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
SERMON When It’s Hard to Listen to Jesus Vr. Bristol Reading 

Silence for reflection 
 
HYMN: ELW 332, “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 

Sung at Mount Olive on Lent 3 A, March 19, 2017. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Our Assisting Minister for today, Consuelo Crosby, has prepared intercessory prayers for us to pray 
this morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we are joined 
together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.)    Response: Hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE  Please greet one another with Christ’s peace. 
 

AT THE OFFERING   
There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this time 
apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See: 
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/ 

 “Come Unto Him” from Messiah      soloist: Tricia Van Ee G. F. Handel 
Come unto Him, all ye that labor, come unto Him that are heavy laden, and He will give you rest. 
Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him, for He is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
(Matthew 11:28-29) 

 



Sending  
 

LORD’S PRAYER AND BLESSING 
The Lord’s Prayer is sung to the setting by Nikolay Kedrov, Sr., edited by David Cherwien. 
Sung at Mount Olive on the Third Sunday of Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 
The benediction is on the video. Response: Amen. 
 

HYMN: ELW 790, “Day by Day” 
Sung at Mount Olive on Lectionary 29 C, October 20, 2019. 

 
DISMISSAL     Someone may lead the dismissal for the others: 

L    Go in peace to love and serve as Christ. 
C    Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599  J. S. Bach (1685 -1750) 

(“Healer of the Nations, Come”) 
Recorded on Thursday, July 2, 2020.  
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In Our Prayers 
•  Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Dan Adams; Joe & Elizabeth Beissel; Julie 
Erlandson; Nancy Flatgard; Victor Gebauer; Leanna Kloempken; Mary Lee; Kandi Jo Nelson; Jerry Ostlund; 
Pariann Schenk; Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce, daughter of Dan & Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of 
Evelyn Royce; Kjell Thompson, Reba Zumberge, relatives of Nancy Anderson; Danna Nelson, Jacques, friends of 
Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr, friend of Keith Bartz; Arthur Kaemmer, friend of David Bryce; Nancy Stelling, 
friend of Marcia & Dan Burow; Lela Frazier, sister of Irene Campbell; Greg Eklund, son of Harry & Jeanette 
Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris and David Gutierrez, Jr., 
parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter (missionary in Hong Kong), friend of Eunice 
Hafemeister; Tami Huisinga, relative of Wes Huisinga; Craig Cunningham, brother-in-law of Brian Jacobs; 
Asher Strong, friend of Gene Janssen; Donald Johnson, father of Nicholas Johnson; Nicole Sanders and Ann 
Clark, daughter and friend of Mary Rose Kaliher; Danielle Pitzen, friend of Ellen Kormanik; Barbara Dahl, 
sister of Carla Manuel; Dani Olson, Harper Linquist, Steve Camper, relatives and friend of Julie Manuel; Jan 
McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha & Dennis Johnson, sister and brother-in-law of Rhoda Nelson and 
aunt and uncle of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa Nordeen; Michael Waechter, friend of Rod & 
Connie Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Todd Erickson, friend 
of Jean & Doug Parish; Gloria Johnson, mother of Doug Parish; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie Meshbesher Hassler, 
Katelyn Bowden, Cindy Williams, father and friends of Robin Rayfield; Richard Reyer, father of Chuck Reyer; 
Leila Jeffers, mother of Lynn and Lisa Ruff; Scott Kingman, father of Anna Scott;  Carrie, friend of Paul & 
Melissa Stone; Norlene Bateman, aunt of Ted Thompson; Jennifer Kobylinksi, cousin of Kathy Thurston; David 
Duran, friend of Kevin Vazquez; Andrew Weichman, Levi Boswell, son and nephew of Grace Wiechman; BJ 
Wilkes, Joshua Wilkes, Julius Underwood, and Lonnell Wilkes, son, nephew, grandson and brother of James 
Wilkes; Becky Groska, Trisha Niemi-Haapoja, Diane Ristrom, Cathy Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, Annie 
Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin of Eric Zander; 
Judy Bonnes, Jan Harper (spouse of former Mount Olive vicar, the late Jean Hay); Barbara C. Johnson, friends 
of Mount Olive.  



• Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk to 
care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well. 
• Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders and 
peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, daughter and son-in-law 
of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family. 
 


